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EARLY PUPILS OF THE SPIRIT. 



Since Paul said, that his countrymen did not 
understand the prophets, whic^ were read every 
Sabbath in the synagogue, the same reproach 
has lain, and still lies, against very many who 
agree in regarding these prophets as divinely in- 
spired. "The whole subject of prophecy," says 
Professor Bruce, in his noteworthy lectures on The 
Chief End of Bevelation, " needs reconsideration, in 
order to rescue it, at once from the sacrilegious 
hands of Unbelief, and from the irrational treat- 
ment which it has often received at the hands of 
Faith/' 

The period of the prophets is specially worth 
attention, because a careful study of it gives, at 
once the key to the principal difficulties in the way 
of seeing a Divine revelation in the Old Testament, 
and the strongest evidence, both for the fact of such 
a revelation, and for the nature of that prophetic 
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8 EAELY PUPILS OF THE SPIEIT. 

inspiration through which it came. It is also 
specially attractive, because, within a comparatively 
brief period of the sacred history, it presents an 
epitome of that moral development which took 
place, under a unique influence, in that elect stock 
whose records form " the hook of the generation of 
Jesus Christy the Son of David, the Son of Abraham.'* 
The Apostle Peter calls attention to the significance 
of the period of prophetism, when he says, that **all 
the prophets from Samuel " have testified of the days 
of Christ. There were prophets before Samuel. 
Especially conspicuous is the colossal name of 
MosES, in whom appears by anticipation the type 
of the true prophetic character, which, after the 
lapse of apparently stationary centuries, was to 
be progressively developed from Samuel onwards. 
With Samuel begins the period of the prophets* con- 
tinuous activity for a period of about five hundred 
years. It is noteworthy that Peter reckons the 
period of the prophets not from Moses but from 
Samuel. In this period, the careful reader of the 
Enghsh Bible can trace, without embarrassment by 
the difficult points of criticism, the most remarkable 
moral development which history records. Prom 
a semi-heathenish condition, but little, if any, 
above that of idolatrous tribes surrounding, there 
is in Israel an upward movement to a condition 
in which, at least, a few choice spirits appear 
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poBsesBed of the moral ideals of Christianity, and 
recognisable as the germ of the future Church of 
Christ. 

The period of this development in Israel is also 
a period of development in the prophets themselves, 
who carried it forward. Nothing is more manifest, 
when attention has been directed to the facts. At 
the same time, no Biblical facts have been more 
generally overlooked. Christ and His apostles 
quote certain prophets frequently, and with honour, 
as inspired to proclaim the principles of the Gospel 
and to herald His coining. Christian thought has 
ideahsed accordingly the character of all the prophets, 
placing them all upon a level equally high. But, 
to recognise a great disparity between some and 
others of them, it is enough to compare two cha- 
racters like Elisha and Isaiah. The former is a 
seer, with wonderful foresight of events, a worker 
of mighty wonders, but, in a corrupt time, uttering 
no recorded protest against iniquity, no cry for 
reformation. The other is a preacher of repentance, 
and judgment and salvation, with wonderful insight 
mto the eternal principles on which God deals with 
men as ^^ a just God and a Saviour.'' Evidently, 
even among the men of God, there were prophets 
and prophets, greater lights and less, higher spirits 
and lower, men of clearer knowledge of God and 
dimmer, men of more and less worth and efficiency. 
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10 EABLY PUPILS OF THE SPIRIT. 

as educators of the elect nation, and nursing-fathers 
of the Church of the future. 

Fresh attention needs to be given to certain facts 
on the face of the record as data for a revised esti- 
mate of the prophets themselves, and for a true 
account of that spiritual development within the 
prophetic order itself, which was instrumental to its 
regenerating ministry in Israel. 

I. The first is the gradual emergence and clear- 
ance of sacred prophecy, with its clear insight and 
calm utterance of Divine principles, from that lower 
sort of prophesying, in ecstatic and often irrational 
excitement by uncontrollable impulse, which gave 
rise to the proverb, ** Js Saul also among the Pro- 
phets /" Samuel appears as leader of the troop of 
prophets, whose exercises of prophesying spread 
contagiously to Saul's messengers, and then to Saul 
himself, prophesying naked and lying on the ground 
a day and night, in the seeming frenzy which the 
Gentiles, down to Plato and Virgil, reckoned as an 
eftect of Divine inspiration. In Samuel, at the 
same time, appears that clear intuition of truth, 
which signaUses the moral character of the inspira- 
tion of the prophets whom the New Testament 
quotes as the spokesmen of Divine revelation ; and 
a few sayings of his are recorded which are charac- 
teristically Gospel truths ; as, for instance, that 
obedience is the best sacrifice to God. 
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The two sorts of prophesying, the Gentile and the 
Israelite, which appear blended in him, ultimately 
separated. In Hosea, the higher clears itself from 
the lower with a stinging rebuke : " The prophet 
is a fool, the spiritual man is mad,*' Yet, as 
late as Elisha's time, his confidential emissary to 
Jehu is characterised as a '* mad fellow'*; and 
another person, called a prophet, goes about saying, 
" In the word of the Lord, smite me, I pray thee.** 
All this fell off, like the first leaves of a growing 
plant, in the development of prophetism into its 
later and mature form. The passive subjection 
observable in the earlier prophets, under the excita- 
tion of minstrelsy, to other influences than their 
own reason and will, gives place, in the later pro- 
phets, to the full activity of conscience, intelligently 
speaking out of moral insight into the character and 
ways of God. Both kinds of prophets say, " Thus 
saith the Lord.** But the difference between the 
men, the evident moral advance of the one beyond 
the other, creates for us an evident difference in the 
authoritativeness of that phrase accordmg to the 
speaker. 

II. The next phenomenon in the development of 
prophetism is its advance from non-ethical to ethical 
prediction. 

From Samuel to Elisha we find the prophets 
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conspicuous as seers ; subsequent prophets are, as 
conspicuously, preachers rather than seers. 

People were accustomed to resort to the earlier 
prophets, as Saul went to Samuel, in the same way 
that some now go to clairvoyants. Samuel told 
Saul where his lost asses were. G^d, by His 
oracles, directed David's flight from Saul. Ahijah 
was applied to by King Jeroboam*s wife, to know 
how her child's sickness would turn, and he 
discerned her and her errand before she came in 
sight. Elisha was sent to for similar information 
by the King of Syria, and had in Syria the credit of 
being able to tell the King of Israel what the Ejng 
of Syria said in his chamber. In such cases, the 
applicant carried to the seer a fee for information. 
The function of the seer in these affairs was exactly 
the same as that of the Gentile soothsayers. By 
his clairvoyant power, as we trust we may 
without prejudice call that which is now accounted 
such, Elisha materially aided in a campaign 
against Syria, giving his king the same sort of 
information which the Gentile kings sought from 
their diviners. 

But, after Elisha, we find very httle of this among 
the prophets. Not that seers and soothsayers 
ceased to exist. On the contrary, they were power- 
ful abettors of the corruptions which the later pro- 
phets denounced, and get stern rebuke for it, as 
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from Micah, as hirelings that ** divine for money,*' 
and as from Ezekiel, as ** prophets that divine lies.** 
On the other hand, the prophets whom Christ and 
the Apostles quote ascend to an altogether higher 
kind of prediction than the seers' prognostications. 
Just as the emotional prophesying of Samuel's 
troop, under contagious reUgious excitement, gave 
place to the didactic preaching of sacred prophecy, 
out of moral illumination and reflection, so there was 
a displacement of non-ethical predictions hy ethical. 
The advance, which prophetism made, from a fore- 
telling of human events to a forth-teUing of Divine 
principles, is exemplified by a corresponding advance 
from the prediction of physical occurrences to the 
prediction of the issues of men's choice between 
right and wrong. This is ethical prediction, inspired 
by the same moral insight into eternal principles 
as the didactic part of sacred prophecy, from which 
it is as inseparable as a knowledge of e£fects is from 
a knowledge of causes. This ethical prediction of 
the preacher-prophets carried a regenerative power, 
which the prognostications of the seer-prophets did 
not. It puts moral principles before men as 
energies, which, in the nature of things, must work 
out good to the obedient and evil to the disobedient. 
The New Testament formula of this ethical predic- 
tion, " Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also 
reap" is adopted first by Hosea, and repeated by 
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Isaiah: *' It shall be well with the righteous; they 
shall eat the fruit of their doings : It shall be ill 
with the wicked ; the reward of his hands shall be 
given him'' This principle underlies the doom of 
the corrupt nations, with ^hich the prophets are 
burdened. This principle underlies also the Mes- 
sianic hope, with which the prophets encourage 
faith in the depths of evil times. Eternal righteous- 
ness and mercy must be triumphantly vindicated, in 
the judgment of sinners and the salvation of those 
that walk in the way of God. Because the world is 
God*s, and His mercy is everlasting, the world must 
ultimately be filled with His glory, as ** a just God 
and a Saviour.'' The moral advance is magnificent, 
from the seer, who tells his Idng what his enemy is 
saying in his chamber, to the prophet, who tells his 
circle of pious disciples of that world-wide spread 
of the purified faith of Israel in the Eternal Good- 
ness, which is now becoming history through the 
diffusion of Christianity. Each of these two men 
may say, " Thus saith the Lord," but in the mouth 
of the one that phrase carries stronger evidence of 
Divine inspiration than in the other. 

ni. Equally clear is a third indication of the 
moral development which took place in the pro- 
phetic succession. 

All the prophets, from Samuel onward, were 
distinguished by their zeal for Jehovah, as the 
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God of Israel. But this zeal became in the 
course of time more enlightened, discriminating, 
and pure. 

This progress was two-fold; first, ritual and 
theological; then, ethical. 

1. In Samuel's time, and subsequently, the use of 
images was not thought inconsistent with Jehovah- 
worship. Gideon had made a golden image, called 
an ** ephod," 2,nd placed it in a sanctuary. David's 
priest, Abiathar, had an image of this kind and 
name, as the Septuagint shows, and used it as a 
medium for obtaining Divine oracles. David had 
also the images called ** teraphim '' in his house, 
the same things which Eachel's father called his 
" gods,*' and one of them was put into David's bed 
as a dummy, to conceal his flight. King Jeroboam 
set up, as Aaron had done, golden calves at Jeho- 
vah's altar. He is denounced by an unnamed 
prophet, but whether as an idolater, or merely as 
a schismatic, it does not appear. Neither Elijah 
nor Ehsha rebuke this use of the calf-symbol as 
an impurity in worship. Hosea is the first of the 
prophets to denounce this worship, and thence- 
forward images are proscribed in a way that marks 
a purer ritualism. 

Theologically, also, there is a plain advance upon 
the conception of God which prevailed in the earlier 
part of the period of prophetism. In David's time, 
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Jehovah's supremacy was thought of as territorial, 
but not over all nations as within " his inheritance '* 
in Israel. Just as David's great-grandmother, Euth, 
had been advised to return to her country and to 
her gods, David thinks that his exile from his own 
country is tantamount to being banished to ** s^ve 
other gods,'* This recognition of extra-Israelite 
deities underlay that pohcy of Solomon, which 
Ahab imitated, in building in his capital shrines 
to the deities of allied nations. How persistent 
this idea was in the popular thought, appears in 
the persistence of these Solomonic shrines to the 
gods of his alUes, even under the reigns of pious " 
kings, like JehosHaphat, till they were destroyed 
by Josiah. Solomon must have regarded such con- 
cessions as we regard hoisting the British flag on 
an American frigate, with a salute, on the Queen's 
birthday. In his view, it no way compromised 
Jehovah's supreme honour in Israel. 

As true puritans, however, Samuel and Ahijah 
are on record in rebuke of any allowance of foreign 
deities within the limits of Jehovah's inheritance. 
But it is not until EHjah, that the truth is put 
forward that the difference between Jehovah and 
other deities is not that between greater and 
less, but that between all and nothing. Samuel 
had called the foreign gods "vain ami profitless 
things" Elijah regards their very existence as a 
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fiction, as his scoffs at Baal show.* He holds that 
there cannot be but one God ; so that, even though 
that one were Baal, he only must be worshipped. 
Whether Elijah's doctrine be viewed as the revival 
of an old and lapsed truth, or the revelation of a 
new truth, it was undoubtedly an advance upon 
the theology of David, whom the New Testament 
accounts as a prophet, and an advance upon 
the theology which afterward allowed Elisha to 
sanction Naaman*s bowing himself in the temple 
of Eimmon. It laid in Israel the basis of Isaiah's 
consoling faith, that even the mighty Assyrian con- 
queror was but an axe or a saw in the hands of 
Jehovah, and of the second Isaiah's thought of the 
Divine Omnipresence : ** Heaven is My throne^ and 
the earth is My footstool. Where is the house that 
ye build unto Me, and where is the place of My 
rest?** From this, also, unfolded the prophet's 
Messianic faith, that the Maker of all must ulti- 
mately make Himself known to all. From this, 
also, in Ezekiel's saying, '* Behold all souls are 
Mine ; as the soul of the father j so also the soul 
of tJve son is Mine,** was developed, as the latest 
fruit of sacred prophecy, the Gospel principle of 
a personal responsibility involved in a personal 
relation of every spirit to its Creator. 

* More bitingly in the original. The English, "^ is 
pwrsvn/ngy** should be rendered, ^^ he is attending to a call 
of nature.*' ^ 
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2. An ethical advance in prophetism is plainly 
enough apparent in this theological advance. But 
it is far more significant than as thus far shown. 

The earlier prophets, from Samuel to Elijah, 
teach that Jehovah is forsaken, if His altar is 
neglected. Their typical exhortation is in SamueFs 
words, ** Put away the strange gods and Ashtaroth 
from among you,** The later prophets teach that 
Jehovah is forsaken, although His altars are not 
neglected, when His ways of justice and mercy are 
forsaken. Their typical exhortation is in the words 
of Isaiah : " Bring no more Dain oblations ; incense 
is a/n abomination unto Me. Cease to do evil; 
learn to do well ; seek judgment ; relieve the 
oppressed ; defend the fatherless ; plead for the 
widow.** 

The historical books of Samuel and the Kings, 
as well as those of Joshua, Judges, and Euth, were 
classified by the Jews under the name of " the 
earUer prophets," in distinction from "the later 
prophets,'* which included the addresses and 
writings of the preacher-prophets from Amos on- 
ward. That part of the period of prophetism which 
these cover is parallel with the period covered by 
the second book of the Kings. But there is a 
wide difference in the view of things taken by the 
historical and by the strictly prophetical accounts. 
The former place the sin of Israel in idolatry ; the 
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latter, while reproving idolatry, reprove much more 
the immorality, of which the former have little to 
say. Indeed, it is not from the historical books 
that we get an inside view of the times. They 
are occupied, Uke most histories, with the super- 
ficial aspect of things, the dynasties and revolu- 
tions, the acts of sovereigns, the political events. 
They write this history, indeed, from a rehgious 
point of view, and note the course of things as 
prosperous or adverse according to the varying 
fidelity of the nation to the worship of Jehovah. 
But this is not a radically different view from that 
which was commonly taken among the Gentiles. 
In all nations of that time infideUty to the national 
deities was regarded as a cause of national calamity. 

On the other hand, a far profounder view is 
taken in the books of the prophets. From them 
alone we obtain an account of the interior condi- 
tion of Israel, of the social, moral and religious 
life, corrupted as it was, to the core. 

The simple, agricultural life of Samuel's time had 
been transformed by the commerce, which had been 
first opened by David with the Phoenician seaboard. 
Cities, palaces, villas had sprung up; wealth had 
been concentrated, luxuries imported ; houses were 
adorned with Indian ivory, but the rich had been 
transformed from patrons and protectors into 
oppressors of the poor. The incident of Naboth's 
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judicial murder, to secure his vineyard for a plea- 
sure-garden adjacent to the palace, shows how 
the primitive chieftains of a free people had been 
transformed, like the noblesse of France before 
the Eevolution, into the supple tools of tyranny. 
The prophets all agree in their picture of the 
venality of judges, the distress of poor debtors 
reduced to slavery, the swindling of merchants, 
the debauchery of princes, the intoxication of the 
priests themselves with the universal greed, and a 
class of hireling prophets and seers abetting it all 
with lying divinations, crying, ** Peace, peace, when 
there is no peace.** Hosea sums up the dreadful 
indictment : ** Jehovah hath a controversy with the 
vnhdhita/nts of the land, because there is no truth, 
nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By 
swearing, and lying, and killing, and stealing, and 
committing adultery, they break out, and blood 
totccheth blood.** For all this the earUer prophets, 
in the historical books, seem to have no eye. They 
portray the sin of the people as their repudiation 
of God*s altar. But the later prophets say, that it 
is their repudiation of God*s righteousness at His 
altar. For lack of that, their very sacrifices have 
become abominable. 

Of course, this had not come to pass explosively, 
but gradually. But the sudden unmasking of the 
evil is a significant fact. From EUsha and his 
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fellow prophets, under the dynasties of Ahab and 
Jehu, we hear nothing of it. But from the first 
that we hear from Hosea and Amos, a very few 
years after Elisha,it seems to be as bad as it can be. 
It is noticeable, that Hosea especially denounces 
judgment upon the sanguinary and treacherous 
poKcy of Jehu, which Elisha seems to have con- 
doned out of regard to his political services. But 
all at once, after an oppressive silence, in which 
there is no recorded reproof of vices that were 
growing ripe for judgment, no pleading of the 
cause of the suffering poor as the cause that is 
dear to God, there is a great revival of the pro- 
phetic spirit, which had slumbered since its brief 
flaming up in EUjah. The preacher-prophets enter 
with Amos, and have come to stay. 

Their appearance marks the dawn of a fresh 
revelation, the access of an inspiration higher than 
that of the wonder-working seers, the ** dumb dogs, 
that cannot bark.*' A long step forward in the 
moral advance is taken. Henceforth, in the spirit 
of Jesus's teachings, Eehgion and MoraUty, divorced 
by men, are proclaimed as inseparably joined by 
God. Henceforth, a clearer intuition of what God 
is leads to clearer perceptions of what God requires, 
and Micah says : " What doth the Lord require of 
thee, but to do justly, and love mercy, and walk 
humbly with thy Ood f *' It is this superior ethical 
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illumination, which marks the later prophets as 
men of a higher spirit than the earlier, and sig- 
nalises the Divine inspiration, out of which they 
spoke as forerunners of the latest and greatest of 
prophets ; who took up their teaching where they 
left it, who gathered all its rays into the focus of 
His matchless personality, from which they shine 
intensified by the saving power of His life and death 
and resurrection. 

3. In addition to this, it is not to be overlooked 
that this ethical advance of the later upon the 
earlier prophets involved, through the teaching of 
the Spirit of God, a theological advance equally 
remarkable. From the earlier conceptions of God, 
as Lord and King and Judge, the later prophets 
ascended to the thought of God as a Saviour and 
a Father. In one point alone has the theology 
of Jesus advanced upon this. The prophets con- 
ceived of Jehovah as Father of the nation. Jesus 
teaches that God is the Father of each and every 
man. 

But for this higher revelation of the Divine 
character, the prophets, in their ethical illumina- 
tion, could only have trembled for their country 
in remembering that God is just. It was their 
Cassandra-destiny to proclaim the doom of iniquity 
to disbeheving ears. But while pointing to the 
approaching judgment-fire in "Which all human 
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hopes seemed shrivelled, they kindled over against 
it, as no other ancient prophets did, the light of 
hope in the Eternal Goodness : " Thou, O Lord^ 
art our Father, our Bedeemer,** Jerusalem shall 
rise from her ashes. The fire is for the chaff alone; 
A holy seed shall replenish the earth, and make 
all nations know the mercy that endnreth for ever. 
Surely, the men who, in that decaying world of super- 
stitious priests, and tyrannous lords, and groaning 
serfs, thus anticipated that redeeming truth of the 
Divine Fatherhood, which so long after dawned 
upon the hopeless in the face of the Saviour of the 
world, spake, as none before them spake, by in- 
spiration of the Holy Ghost ? 

The transcendant elevation to which, in their 
illumination by the Spirit, the later prophets ad- 
vanced above all their predecessors, is apparent 
from this ; — that out of the depths of unparalleled 
and desperate evils, amid social decay and political 
ruin, they rose to proclaim, not merely the judg- 
ments, biit the grace of God, in prophecy which the 
Eedeemer of men has verified in history. When 
we listen to their impassioned rebuke of the wrong 
and the wrong-doer, their eloquent urging of a right- 
eous reformation, their tender pleading with besotted 
rulers and corrupted people, to forsake the way of 
ruin for the way of recovery, we do not catch that 
which is most Divine in their spirit or their speech. 



Digitized by 



Google 



24 EAELY PUPILS OF THE SPIEIT. 

It is rather when they turn from the obduracy which 
braves its doom to the mercy that is everlasting, 
and take refuge in their impregnable hope, that 
when the seven-fold judgment thunders shall have 
rolled away, the retreating clouds of wrath will be 
found spanned with the bow of promise, and the 
eternal heavens bright with the reviving and heahng 
hght of the Fatherhood of God. 

This strain of Sacred Prophecy transcends the 
materialistic visions of a golden age, which Virgil 
borrows from the Cumsean Sibyl, as the noonday 
sun transcends the nocturnal aurora. It carried 
with it the spiritual power which wrought effec- 
tively to fulfil it. But not that mere optimistic hope- 
fulness, as some allege, gave birth to it, which is 
one of the sustaining elements of human nature 
everywhere. In that case, such prophecy would 
have flourished in other distressed nations, as it did 
in Israel. But its development in Israel alone is 
a unique effect from a cause correspondingly unique, 
the same cause which gave birth in Israel to that 
unique flower of humanity, in whom we beheve as 
the Son of God ; in whom and through whom the 
unparalleled " hope of Israel " has found its un- 
paralleled fulfilment. 

rV. Another phenomenon of the prophetic develop- 
ment we are tracing is an element in that ethical 
progress which we have just reviewed, but deserves 



Digitized by 



Google 



EARLY PUPILS OF THE SPIRIT. 25 

some recognition by itself. It appears in the poli- 
tical interferences, which the earlier prophets in- 
dulged in, and away from which the later prophets 
turned to a higher and more salutary kind of leader- 
ship. 

In the earher part of the period of prophetism, 
we find the prophets active in the political business 
of making and unmaking kings. 

Samuel, wisely recognising the stringency of a 
national crisis, sets up Saul. When he is dissatis- 
fied with him, he hastily sets him aside for David 
at the risk, and with the actual result, of a 
Philistine reconquest and an intestine war. Long 
before David came to the throne, the prophetic 
fraternity, of which he had been a member, actively 
promoted his cause by the circulation of oracles 
predicting his glorious destiny. The succession 
of David's sceptre was determined by Nathan to 
Solomon, in preference to his elder brother Adoni- 
jah. The revolt of the Ten Tribes from Solomon's son 
was promoted by Ahijah's stirring up of Jeroboam. 
The same prophet, in turn, promoted the down- 
fall of Jeroboam's dynasty by oracles which came 
to pass in Baashar's conspiracy against Nadab. 
Similarly, the prophet Jehu, son of Hanani, ini- 
tiated the next revolution, which pulled down 
Baasha, and, after a short anarchy, ended in set- 
ting up Omri, the founder of Samaria. Last in 
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the series of the king-making prophets comes 
Elisha, inciting the revolt which overthrew the 
dynasty of Omri, and put Jehu, the son of Nimshi, 
on the throne. Elisha*s message to Jehu by his 
emissary-prophet, " Thus saith the Lord, I have 
anointed thee king over Israel,** is followed by a 
sudden explosion of revolutionary wrath, of which 
the only Vindication can be found in the intoler- 
ableness of evils, against which Elisha, unlike the 
later prophets, had uttered no adequate, certainly 
no recorded rebuke. 

These politician -prophets, who preferred the 
blood-letting of revolution to the teaching of the 
Ten Commandments as the panacea for social evils, 
made the same mistake as the preachers, who, in 
our own time, in America, instead of faithfully 
treating the moral canker of slavery, preferred to 
promote the secession which they might have 
prevented, and plunged their churches into the 
gulf of civil war. 

What has been already referred to, in speaking 
of the development of wealth, tended to check the 
political power of the prophets. As the wealthy 
class, interested in maintaining political quiet, 
grew, and gained experience of the evils of re- 
volution, the power of the throne had a stability 
beyond the power of the prophets to unsettle. 
Before the political interferences of the prophets 
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ceased altogether, they took on a milder type, re- 
minding US of the lowered tone of the Eoman 
Pontiff, who excommunicates the King of Italy, 
while his predecessor of the sixteenth century pro- 
nounced the deposition of the Queen of England, 
and committed the execution of his sentence to 
the King of Spain. Subsequently to Ehsha, but 
earlier than Amos, we find the seers stoutly de- 
nouncing the foreign policy of good kings ; Hanani 
threatening Jehoshaphat with "wrath from the 
Lord " for giving military aid to his ungodly neigh- 
bour Ahab ; Eliezet threatening wreck to the 
merchant fleet, which Jehoshaphat had joined the 
son of Ahab in fitting out. Such interferences, re- 
minding us of the extreme puritanism with which 
Koger WilHams denounced the Church of England 
as Antichrist, and refused fellowship to all, who 
would not profess repentance for communion with 
that church, show, in the prophetic development, 
the expiring flicker of that narrow spirit in which 
Samuel had denounced the sparing of a captive's 
life as rebellion against Jehovah. King Amaziah 
learned to his cost the unwisdom of implicit trust 
to political dictation in the name of the Lord, when 
his Samarian allies, whom the man of God had 
bade him send^ home as heretics, took bloody 
revenge for the affront upon his defenceless people. 
But the kings grew more and more able to coerce 
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the refractory prophets. Asa, described as generally 
a good king, put the seer Hanani in prison, and, 
more unjustly, Joash put to death his benefactor's 
son, the prophet Zechariah. 

Finally overmatched, and, having their eyes 
opened to see how httle good had been accom- 
plished by their pohtical efforts, the later prophets 
rose into the higher way of endeavour for moral 
reformation. They had found out that pohtics can- 
not purify morals, and henceforth try to make 
morals purify pohtics. This new way of reform is 
conspicuously contrasted with the old in Isaiah's 
course toward Ahaz. Ahaz was a worse king than 
the Jeroboam whom Ahijah had threatened. But 
Isaiah, while energetically protesting against the 
corruption of the court and the government, aids 
Ahaz with the most encouraging political advice. 
And when repulsed, he confines himself to preach- 
ing repentance and hope, circulates his writings as 
tracts for the times, and patiently waits with his 
disciples for the issue of events. 

Here again it becomes plain that the rise of the 
preacher-prophets is the sign of a new revelation to 
the prophets. This new revelation they describe by 
saying, " The Lord hath opened mine ear." What 
the Divine voice tells them is, that not unrighteous 
power, but unrighteous principle has wrought folly 
in Israel. An evil more radical than royal pohcy is 
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revealed to them in the corrupt popular sentiment, 
which issues from the depths of the national heart 
through the crater of the throne. To replace an 
old crater by a new one avails little, so long as the 
fires of ruin rage below. Eeform must be sought in 
the members of the body, as well as in its head. 
Therefore they thenceforward devote themselves, as 
never before, to the preaching of the Ten Com- 
mandments to the people, as the main thing in 
order to a reformed and stable coromonwealth. 

This development of the prophets from pohtical 
seers into preachers of righteousness marks a long 
step forward in the moral advance from a lower to a 
higher spirit, and the rise of a new light within their 
consciences. We hear the pohtical and the preach- 
ing prophets each proclaiming, ** Thus saith the 
Lord,** but that phrase gives us certitude of a 
Divine sanction which is according to the moral 
illumination of the speaker. 

V. The last phenomenon in the moral develop- 
ment we are surveying is the appearance, in the 
earher part of the prophetic period, of a class of 
oracles repugnant to Christian principles, andHhe 
• disappearance of these, in the later part of the 
period, coincidently with the rise of a class of 
oracles conformable to the spirit of Christ, and 
illustrative of the New Testament law, that " the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy,*' 
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1. For instance, Samuel with a " ThiLS saith the 
Lord,'* orders a war of extermination upon the 
neighbouring tribe of Amalek, not even sparing the 
lives of the cattle, upon whom, however, the book 
of Jonah represents God as having compassion to 
the extent of sparing Nineveh partly for their sake. 
Tradition has sustained the claim of a Divine 
sanction for such edicts of massacre by the theory, 
that the foes of Israel were felons worthy of death, 
and Israel the warranted executioner. This, how- 
ever, does not at all square with the BibUcal record of 
this case, which describes it as a revengeful reprisal 
for a war, in which Amalek was the invaded party 
four hundred years before. 

2. When Saul has failed to carry out the letter of 
the edict of massacre, after making what seemed to 
him suf&cient havoc, Samuel again tells him, in 
God's name, that he has rebelled against the Lord, 
and is therefore adjudged to lose his kingdom to a 
neighbour, who is a better man. Here, also, 
tradition stands for the reality of the Divine 
sanction claimed by Samuel, partly on the ground 
the^ the doom was fulfilled, partly on the ground 
that the doom was reiterated from the world of the 
dead by the apparition of Samuel to Saul in the 
house of the woman of En-dor, But the doom was 
of that kind which in the very nature of things 
fulfils itself. By awakening Saul's jealousy of 
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David as his competitor, David is exiled, and the 
king, weakened by the loss of his ablest man, falls 
before his foes. While, on the other hand, the 
record does not sustain the claim of a miraculous 
reiteration of the doom from the world of spirits. 
For the scene in the house at Bn-dor shows no real 
Samuel, but only a personated Samuel, and nothing 
takes place there which does not take place to-day 
in the interview of a " medium *V with an applicant 
for information from the dead. 

3. In David's reign, occurs the darkest scene in 
the whole prophetic period. A famine is inter- 
preted by an oracle as a punishment for a breach of 
faith by Saul a generation previous toward a subject 
heathen tribe, and God is " entreated for the land '* 
by an outrage, in which king, priests and prophets 
acquiesced, the crucifixion, at a sanctuary of 
Jehovah in Gibeah, of seven descendants of Saul, of 
whom no one had probably the least share of guilt 
in the offence. The only bright side to the tale of 
horror is in its lesson as pointed out by Dean 
Stanley, that a covenant must be sacredly kept, 
though made with heretics. But the moral insen- 
sibiUty to the principles of Divine justice, in which 
the Koman hierarchy have justified their Saul-like 
acts of perfidy toward heretics, hngers in the Pro- 
testant commentator, whose idolatry of the phrase, 
** The Lord answered,'* leads him to justify this 
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heathenish attempt at expiation as divinely re- 
quired and accepted. Says Lange : " The sacred 
number seven is determined by the significance of 
this punishment as work in the service of God, 
whereby God's wrath was to be appeased. They 
were to be hung up to the Lord to appease His 
anger." 

It would seem that such a misrepresentation of 
the Divine justice by a Christian man, in this year 
of grace, ought to be ** hung up to the Lord, in 
God's honour, to appease His anger,** — ^high enough 
to be out of sight, and fast enough never to be 
taken down and exhibited as a Christian behef . 

This act of atonement, in crucifying the children 
for their father's sin, was David*s act, as shown 
by his inquiry of the Gibeonites, " Wherewith shall 
I make the atonement ? " As performed by them, 
it had the characteristics of that human sacrifice, 
which had been practised by the aboriginal in- 
habitants of Palestine from whom they descended. 
The dim vision of the prophets of that day is 
palpably evident from their sanction of such a 
tragedy, and from the interpretation given to the 
cessation of the drought and famine as a sign of 
Divine satisfaction with the horrible ''atonement." 
But where on earth can there be found to-day 
a dimmer vision, and an idolatry more absurd, 
than the Bibliolatry which is persuaded by the ipse 
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dixit of such oracles to bow the moral rea- 
son to a judicial murder, done to pacify God 
and produce rain, and call it a product of Divine 
inspiration ? 

4. From the same period one more of these 
evanescent oracles remains to becited, which 
illustrates the prophetic spirit as still partly 
meshed in the semi-heathenish conditions out of 
which, in Samuel's time, it is seen emerging. 
Were it not that in Christian churches and Sunday- 
schools these fantasies of early seers are still held 
up as true illustrations of the ways of God to men, 
it would be less important to mark how, even in 
that early time, they were soon corrected by a 
clearer vision. 

David, notwithstanding a strong popular preju- 
dice, most strongly urged by his general Joab, who 
in most things was a thoroughly unscrupulous man, 
takes a census. This done, he is informed by Gad, 
his seer, that the Divine wrath is to follow, and is 
given his choice of the mode of punishment. He 
chooses of three proposed alternatives a pestilence, 
and accordingly it breaks out. Seventy thousand 
perish ; but an atoning sacrifice is offered, and the 
wrath is stayed. 

Tradition still sustains this as a true account of 
cause and effect, partly by reading between the hues 
what is not there, partly by the principle of sohdarity, 
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which brings woe on nations through the wickedness 
of rulers. There was no commandment against 
a census. On the contrary, in the first chapter of 
Numbers, a census is recorded as taken under Divine 
command to Moses. But it is alleged that David's 
heart was puffed up with ungodly pride, and that 
this was his sin, like that for which Nebuchadnezzar, 
in the book of Daniel, was punished. Still, it was 
not David but his people who were punished, and 
this for what, at the most, was a sin that had not 
passed beyond the limits of his private thoughts. 
It is a monstrous confusion of thought to find here 
an instance of that solidarity of interests, by which 
a nation is involved in the consequences of the 
public acts of its rulers. 

The key to the difficulty in which the traditional 
theory of the case is involved is given by what seems, 
at first view, the clincher, namely, that the 
" sinner" is invited by God to choose in what way 
he will be punished, whether by famine, war, or 
pestilence. The transformation of an incident in 
the narration of it accounts for many a puzzle. The 
speaking of Balaam's ass in a dumb way is magnified 
into speech with articulate voice, and the moment- 
ary mistake of ignorance becomes the standing 
miracle of credulity. So David's saying to his seer, 
that, if he had had the choice of his punishment, he 
would have chosen it as it fell out, has been changed 



Digitized by 



Google 



BABLY PUPILS OF THE SPIRIT. 35 

in the report of their conversation into the story that 
he had his choice. 

Acquiescing, in the terror of the moment, in the 
popular superstition, which viewed a filth-disease, 
common enough in Eastern cities, as caused by the 
census to which the popular prejudice had so vio- 
lently objected, David accepts this explanation of 
it from his seer. He piously congratulates himself 
that his punishment has taken that form, and that 
he has fallen, not into the hand of his enemies, but 
" into the Jiand of the Lord, whose mercies are great" 
This is the divinely-inspired temper of trustful 
resignation, which lights up the shadow of the igno- 
rant superstition, out of which God's Davids were 
ere long to grow. 

But we hear no more of oracles like this, which 
represents God in the character of the Gentile 
Nemesis, avenging the ruler's pride by the destruc- 
tion of his people. Nothing is a more conspicuous 
sign of the advancing moral illumination, which 
appears in Israel alone among the ancient nations, 
than the disappearance of such oracles in Israel 
alone. Could the seers, who gave them, revisit 
earth, nothing would more surprise them than to 
find Christian men exalting such oracles to the same 
authority as the teachings of the Son of God, dis- 
playing the cast-off rags of heathenish superstition 
as part of the sacred vesture of Truth, and regarding 
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the fantasies of that dim-sighted time as a part of 
that Divine revelation, which guided Israel out of 
darkness into the light of the Gospel. Such oracles 
belong to the Divine revelation, which came to Israel, 
as the fog-clouds of early morning belong to the sun 
which gradually bums them away, or as the mud- 
hole belongs to the path which it breaks. 

The criticism interwoven with our account of 
these oracles is subsidiary to a judgment which 
must be given on the broad ground of a striking 
contrast in this as in other respects between the 
earlier and the later prophets. The earlier pro- 
phets, in such oracles, make the ways of God to 
men suspiciously hke the ways of the heathen 
deities, and like the ways of the men of those raw 
times to one another. The later prophets rise to 
Christian ideals and principles, ^nstead of Israel 
exterminating the heathen, Israel is to be " a light 
to the Gentiles, a salvation to the ends of the earth," 
*^ to coAise many nations to rejoice,'' to make "a 
hmise of prayer for all nations.'^ Thus the spirit 
of later prophecy anticipates the testimony of Jesus 
that, " salvation is of the Jews'' In place of the 
earlier oracle, which sanctioned the punishment of 
children for a father's sin, the later prophets 
develop the Gospel principle of personal respon- 
sibility : ^Hhe soul that sinneth, it shall die. The 
son shall not bear the iniquity of the father, 
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neither shall the father hear the iniquity of the 
son.'* From the pagan notion of a Divine Nemesis 
the spirit of sacred prophecy ascends to the Christian 
truth of a Divine Father. Instead of Gad giving 
out that the king's pride (if pride it v^as) produces, 
and the king's burnt offering arrests, an epidemic 
among his people, Hosea insists, as Christ did, that 
God " desires mercy and not sacrifice, and the know- 
ledge of God more than burnt offerings "; and Jere- 
miah says : " Thus saith the Lord, Let not the 
wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his might, let not the rich man ghry in 
his riches : But let him that glorieth glory in this, 
that he understandeth and knoweth Me, that I am 
the Lord which exercise hvingkindness, judgment, 
and righteousness, in the earth : for in these things 
I delight, saith the Lord.** The butterfly is not 
more an advance upon the caterpillar, than this 
ethical view of God by the later prophets is upon 
some non-ethical and contra-ethical ideas of their 
forerunners. Certainly the elements vrhich the 
spirit of prophecy eliminates and extrudes in its 
development are foreign to it, evanescent phe- 
nomena belonging to a lower thing. The principle, 
stated both in the Old Testament and the New, 
that " the Word of God abideth for ever,** is a sure 
criterion, that alleged words of God are not actually 
such, if we see them discarded by learners of God in 
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their advancing knowledge. The reaUty and the 
sign of the Word of God that came to Israel are 
found in the historical demonstration of its illumi- 
nating and regenerating power ; in its progressive 
riddance from error and clearing of truth ; in the 
decay of superstition, and the growth of moral intel- 
ligence ; in its energy for the accomplishment of 
moral progress, and the invigoration of forlorn 
hopes against giant evils; in its development in 
Israel of an unparalleled expectation for centuries, 
which was fulfilled in the advent of a character 
equally unparalleled ; and, coincidently with all 
this, by its education of. a race of teachers, who, 
perfected by the teaching of the Prophet of pro- 
phets, are still demonstrating the Word of God by 
its everlasting power to do the work of God, in the 
uplifting of races, the regeneration of communities, 
the purification of consciences, and the salvation of 
souls. 

This ethical development of the prophets of 
Israel, — from prophesying under a contagious im- 
pulse from without to prophesying under a moral 
conviction from within, from predictions of physical 
occurrences to predictions of destiny in the issue of 
ethical principles, from a cry for ritua^ rectitude, 
and theological orthodoxy to a cry for clean hands 
and pure hearts, from leadership in political revo- 
lutions to leadership in moral reformations, from 
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oracles tinged with the superstitions of paganism to 
oracles imbued with the truths of Christianity — still 
waits for due recognition. This is the only key 
which will let the orthodox pedant out of the cell 
into which he shuts himself to grind his traditional 
grist for the mockery of the sceptical Philistine. 
In this ethical development, the reaUty of a Divine 
revelation is manifest, and the nature of the inspira- 
tion through which it came, as an influence effective 
for illumination and progress, in the knowledge of 
God and His ways of judgment and of grace. 

The current notion is, that a prophet is a prog- 
nosticator of events, that his foresight of events is 
the fruit of Divine inspiration. This sinks the dif- 
ference between the clairvoyancy, or shrewdness, of 
the Gentile seers, and the ethical inspiration of the 
Israehte prophets, between the inspiration of a man 
hke Balaam, and that of a man like Isaiah. The 
specific characteristic of Sacred Prophecy is not 
in prognostication, but in preaching. 

The current notion, even of Christian writers, on 
'•'the evidences," is, that the inspiration of the 
prophets is proved by th.e fulfilment of their predic- 
tions. This again cancels the difference between 
the prophets of Israel and those of other nations, 
ancient and modern, for whom fulfilments as re- 
markable can be cited. It is irreconcilable with 
the fact, which Christian apologists generally 
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overlook, of a considerable percentage of frustrated 
and inaccurate forecasts, even by prophets like 
Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 

The current notion is, that Christ's endorsement 
of the Messianic prophets is extensible to all the 
prophets, and gives the ipse dixit of Samuel for a 
war of revenge an authoritativeness as unquestion- 
able as that of the Beatitudes. This stretching of 
particulars into universals is as fallacious as to take 
the statement that " Americans are ingenious " as 
a ground for believing that all Americans are 
ingenious. 

The current notion of the past two centuries 
respecting the Bible is among Protestants what 
transubstantiation is among Eomanists. What the 
Eomanist does, in his thought of the wafer of the 
Eucharist as changed into the body of Christ, the 
Protestant does, who changes the fact that the 
Word of God is in the Bible into the statement 
that the Word of God is the Bible. Stories hke 
that of Lot and his daughters, histories like that' 
of Euth and Esther, love-songs like the Canticles, 
curses upon enemies, as in. some of the Psalms, are 
by this statement transformed into a thing of higher 
nature, as though a pot which holds a plant were 
identified with the plant. This sinking of the dis- 
tinction between development and en-vironment, 
between seed and husk, between a process and 
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its instruments, between the raw pupils and the 
Perfect Teacher, is the Protestant revival of the 
Bomanist superstition, which changes a fact into 
a fiction. Like all violence to facts, however in- 
tended as a service to Piety, it operates as a scandal 
to Reason, and too often changes the nutriment of 
Faith into the fuel of Scepticism. 

On the other hand, the creeds are, three-fourths 
of them, content with moderate language upon the 
subject of Eevelation and Inspiration, saying, with 
the Anglican, that the Scripture " containeth all 
things necessary to salvation,'* or, with the Pres- 
byterian, that it is " given by inspiration of God, to 
be the rule of faith and life.'* Within these lines is 
a Gibraltar-rock which ought never to have been 
forsaken to build brick forts against rifled guns. 

The history of the development of Israelite 
prophetism is the history of a long and chequered 
campaign, whose victory was consummated by 
Christ, and is enjoyed by us. In the review of 
this, as of any successful war, two courses are 
open to every thinker. 

One is a thick-and-thin glorification of every 
detail of the struggle, vindicating the consummate 
wisdom of every order issued by any officer bear- 
ing the commission of the commander-in-chief. 
This is the course which Christian thought upon 
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the career of the prophets has commonly taken, the 
losing way of trying to prove too much. 

The other is in pointing to the steady progress 
made, despite all misjudging and mishandling by 
subordinates, the continuous onward movement of 
the overcoming force, the genius that created con- 
querors out of awkward squads, that trained as well 
as used its agents, that infused enthusiasm into 
laggards and dullards, turned even the errors of 
underlings to good purpose, and, in spite of all 
apathy and blundering, advanced invincibly to the 
ultimate reaUsations of admirable designs. 

Such is the demonstration of a Word of God in 
Israel as in no other ancient nation, by a work of 
God in Israel as in no other, according to Isaiah's 
definition of the Word of God, as a word that is not 
void of power. Such is the evidence of a Divine 
inspiration peculiar to the prophets of Israel, as a 
moral energy ef&cacious for a moral development 
from rawness into ripeness. The grand proof of such 
a revelation, such an inspiration in Israel, is seen 
in its rising tide, gradually covering the unsightly 
and noisome flats, and carrying into the stagnant 
pools a purifying current from the deep sea of 
Divine Truth. 

The moral development, seen in Israel alone in 
that ancient world, lifting its prophets out of 
sensuous ecstacy into ethical illumination, from 
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clainroyant foresight of events to moral insight into 
the eternal principles of God's character and of the 
moral order of the world which is gromided therein, 
from zeal for God's altars to zeal for God's righteous- 
ness and mercy, from politicians to preachers, from 
superstitions like those of the heathen to ideals like 
those of Christ, — ideals which, amid social decay 
and political wreck, gave birth to a church of be- 
lievers in the world-wide triumph of the Eternal 
Goodness, — this continuous onward movement 
through all straits of outward change to the con- 
summation of the unique " hope of Israel " in the 
advent of the Divinest of Prophets, and in the 
spread, under the seal of His Cross, of the purified 
faith of Israel among all nations, — refers the thinker 
to a cause as unique as the effect, to a root as 
Divine as the fruit. 

Churchmen have no reason to complain of the 
Scepticism, which they create and challenge by 
descending from this impregnable ground to prove 
a Divine word and a Divine work in Elisha's curse 
of the street-boys as seconded by the bears. The 
devices of theological lore, for saving the claims of 
Samuel, Gad and Elisha, to a Divine sanction in all 
that is recorded of them, have only kept the dead 
flies in the apothecary *s ointment with a malodorous 
result. It is time to take them out, that the seer's 
loss of credit here and there maj' be a gain to truth, 
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by our refusal to regard his delusions as inspired. 
It is of no use to puf the clamps of authority upon 
walls that are cracking from the foundation upward. 
Nothing will save the superstructure but the sub- 
stitution of stone for rubbish at the bottom. In 
proportion as those who believe in a Divine reve- 
lation learn how to recognise it and demonstrate 
it, the scepticism which is the invincible protest of 
abused intelligence will show its better side, as faith 
in eternal truth and reason. 

James M. Whiton. 

Newark, N. J. 
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BEYOND THE SHADOW; 

Or, " The Resurrection of Life." 

BY JAMES MOERIS WHITON, Ph.D., 

Pastor of First Congregational Church, Newarle, New Jersey. 



" The l)est statement of that 
doctrine of the resurreotion In 
which the death line, the long 
sleep, the absurdities of eoolesl- 
Rstfcal traditions, are made to 
disappear in the slorlous truth 
of Him who came that we' might 
have ;</e, and have It more abun- 
dantly.' "—Meto York Christian 
Union. 

" Neither common-place, be" 
hind the times, nor superfloial.*' 
—New York Independent. 

" A book specially worth read- 
ing."— CAicoco Advance. 

"A valuable contribution at 
once to New Testament Exe- 
gesis, to Christian philosophy, 
and to the inspirations whlon 
move to spiritual lite. . . . 
We believe that this volume is 
the only work in our language 
which adequately defines what 
is the Scripture doctrine of * the 
rising up,' and proves itself as 
free from idle speculation as it 
is ttom superstition."— CAJco^o 
Alliance. 

" Scholarly, instructive,' and 
very practical." — Hartiford 
Courant. 



" A volume of real interest." 
—Boston Gongregationalist. 

" Able in breadth, in learning, 
in dialectic skill, in ingenuity." 
New York Christian Advocate. 

"A thoughtful and reverent 
study of one of the fundamental 
doctrines of Ohristianity. Will 
help to' make the sublime and 
inspiring truth of a life beyond 
the grave more intensely and 
vitally reai."— Boston Journal. 

" The reader will find evi- 
dence of great learning and 
aouteness, unusual power of 
clear and forcible expression, 
an ardent love of truth, and a 
reverent and devout spirit."— 
Worcester (Mass.J Spy. 

" It is, in short, an attempt 
to consider the doctrine of the 
resurreotion from an origin^ 
and unconventional point of 
view." — Philadelphia North 
American. 

" Dr. Whiton's views of the 
recognition of friends In heaven 
will find a glad response in the 
hearts of mourners every- 
where."— iVtfw York Christian 
at Work. 
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